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Book Synopsis:

For devotees of Bird by Bird and The Artist's Way, a memoir-driven guide to
healing through the craft of writing A cinematic exploration of the writing life
by Francesca Lia Block, the bestselling author of the Weetzie Bat series of
magical-realism novels, The Thorn Necklace offers visceral insights and
healing exercises for the writer who creates as a way to process pain and
adversity. Gently guiding the reader down the write-to-heal path, Block offers
guideposts of awareness for writers, such as how to find a muse, channeling
agony into art, putting chaos into order, ignoring the inner critic, fostering
personal perseverance, and thriving as an artist in a troubled world. The
author also addresses the intrinsic value of channeling our experiences into
the written word and provides compassionate support to the reader for his or
her own write-to-heal process.
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Review quote

"Francesca's work stares unblinkingly into the face of human complexity, of
suffering as well as love and joy. She's a master (mistress?) of the craft.”
--Samantha Dunn Camp, author of Failing Paris "A moving memoir and a wildly
helpful guide to fiction writing. Francesca Lia Block demystifies the creative
process in a way that makes the world feel magical." --Chris Baty, author of No
Plot? No Problem! and Ready, Set, Novel and founder of National Novel Writing
Month "The best art begins with the worst pain. In The Thorn Necklace,
Francesca Lia Block shepherds us through the process that transforms wounds
into words. The transformation's an alchemical one. The prima materia of daily
living becomes the base metal of the soul's gold. By turns personal,
masterfully intimate, and practical, this book is a must for any writer who aims
to get at the heart of all matters: the heart. --Jill Alexander Essbaum, author of
the New York Times bestseller Hausfrau "Francesca Lia Block turns her unique
punk-fairie style in a new direction in this fast-paced memoir of hope, disaster,
magic, and sheer raw talent, mated with a down-to-earth approach to writing.
This double dose of Block, as teacher and writer, is a combination sure to
enchant and inform." --Janet Fitch, bestselling author of White Oleander and
The Revolution of Marina M. "In the midst of untangling her own deep-seated
vulnerabilities and dreams, the incandescent Francesca Lia Block shares the
twelve questions that help shape her words; they will become essential for
every writer in search of a light in the literary wilderness." --Jade Chang,
author of the New York Times bestseller The Wangs vs. the World "[Block] is
the sorceress of iridescent language.”

--Kirkus Reviews "Francesca Lia Block is a bright, golden thread in the literary
landscape of Los Angeles. | have looked to her novels as inspiration for myself
as a writer . . . Francesca's work stares unblinkingly into the face of human
complexity, of suffering as well as love and joy. She's a master (mistress?) of
the craft."

--Samantha Dunn Camp, author of Failing Paris "Francesca Lia Block writes
about the real Los Angeles better than anyone since Raymond Chandler."
--The New York Times "Francesca Lia Block helped to set the foundation for
what the magical (or shall | say magickal?) realism genre is today."

--The San Francisco Examiner

About Francesca Lia Block



Francesca Lia Block is the bestselling author of more than twenty-five books
of stories, nonfiction, and fiction, including the Weetzie Bat books, her series
of magical-realism novels. She has received the Spectrum Award, the Phoenix
Award, the ALA Rainbow Award, and the 2005 Margaret A. Edwards Lifetime
Achievement Award, as well as other citations from the American Library
Association, the New York Times Book Review, and Publisher's Weekly.Grant
Faulkner is the executive director of National Novel Writing Month, co-founder
of the literary journal 101 Word Story, co-founder of the Flash Fiction
Collective, and the author of Pep Talks for Writers: 52 Insights and Prompts to
Boost Your Creative Mojo (Chronicle Books).
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